Applying for Cafcass Approval for Research – in a Nutshell

· Prospective researcher formulates a research question. 

· Prospective researcher talks to people about it (to help decide whether or not to pursue these ideas). 

· Prospective researcher reads ”Doing Research in Cafcass” and the “Cafcass Research Strategy”.

· Prospective researcher contacts the Cafcass Research Officer to discuss the possible research. 

· Prospective researcher drafts a Research Proposal.

· Prospective researcher completes a draft Cafcass Application Form. 

· Prospective researcher sends the draft Research Proposal and Application Form (and any additional supporting documentation) by email attachment to the Cafcass Research Officer. 

· Cafcass Research Officer reviews draft documents, comments and returns comments and suggestions to prospective researcher, normally by email attachment (c.c. to university supervisor and Cafcass manager/practice assessor, if relevant). 
· Prospective Researcher revises Research Proposal and Application form to address comments/suggestions from Research Officer. 

· Prospective Researcher sends the completed (final version) Research Proposal and Application Form (with supporting documentation) by email attachment to the Cafcass Research Officer. 

· Cafcass Research Officer completes “Research Officer’s Advice to the Research Committee”.

· If no formal committee meeting scheduled within next two weeks: Cafcass Research Officer forwards completed Application Form plus Research proposal (with all supporting documentation) plus Research Officer’s Assessment by email to all Research Committee Members for review and decision. Research Committee has two weeks for this.  

· If a formal committee meeting is scheduled within the next two weeks: Cafcass Research Officer places application for consideration on the meeting’s agenda and forwards documentation to committee members for their discussion and decision at the meeting.

· Decision(s) of the Cafcass Research Committee forwarded to applicant by Cafcass Research Officer. 

· Approved Researcher signs “Letter of Agreement Between Cafcass and Researchers” and returns it to the Cafcass Research Officer. 

Note: Realistically prospective researchers should expect the process to take approximately 4 – 6 weeks from the point they initially contact the Cafcass Research Officer before they are informed of Cafcass’ decision. 

How to Contact the Cafcass Research Officer

FA Watson 

Cafcass – Norwich 

St Clement’s House 

St Clement’s Alley 

2 -16 Colegate 

Norwich, Norfolk

NR3 1BQ

Phone: (01603) 226600 (Norwich)

Email: flo.watson@cafcass.gov.uk
Other useful contact numbers: 

London Archway office: (020) 7210-4100

London National office: (020) 7510-7000

Birmingham Regional office: (0121) 710-1830

Mobile phone (07717) 541309

Note: The Research Officer travels a lot. it is best to email her first. Her email will respond with an outline of her itinerary. 

